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NEW YORK HOMES
OF POLICE JUSTICES.

Inspiring Records of Rapid Transit
to the Bench.

MONARCHS OF OUR LIBERTIES.

Collection of Modem Biographies That
Discomts Plutarch's Lives.

The fifteen jMjlioo Justices who arc to sit In .jiulgluentthis year on tlieir erring fellow men and women

ha.fl thoir judgment seats assigned to them on the last
Monday in December. Mr. Thomas B. Keed, of
Maine, goes down to history as the author of tho
statement that Congress is not a deliberative but a

legislative body.
'Hie police courts of this city are not deliberative

nor even judicial institutions, as at present constituted.The whole end and alia of the Justices is
Speaker Reed's.to despatch business. Nobody expects
Ipsk infiiat.lpo thun hnrot/ifnro 1 a hp thai rc«mlt. in 1 Sol

of tlio labors of Ihese high priced political office
holder? i\'ho are called judges, because, with oue or

l'ATIUCE GAVAN DUFFY'S RESIDENCE.

two rare exceptions, they know nothing about law
atKl care little about the facts. But a good many
people agree, It seems, with those who, while not defendingthe system, say the taxpayers and not the
police justices nre responsible for it.

There nre just four police courts below Central
I'ark, where the bulk of the population of Manhattan
Island and certainly nine out of ten of the law bi-eakeiuare domiciled. These four courts, to which
nearly a million people are tributary, are the Tombs,
Essex Market, the Fifty-saventh Street Court and JeffersonMarket.

Eight civil courts of corresponding jurisdiction are

situated below Central Park. In the one the liberty
of the citizen is put in jeopardy; In the other, his
property. Twice as much consideration seems to be
shown to the latter as to the former.

VI1EBE HASTE WRECKS JUSTICE.
What is the remedy? More police courts, less

work for those now in existence? Ask even lawyers
of the political organization for services to which
these justices are appointed, lawyers bound to the
justices themselves by ties of political and personal
friendship, and they do not hesitate to confess that
substantial justice is now denied the people of New
York in the police courts for which they pay so

dearly.
"Not," they say, "because the justices are unlearned

In the law or uneducated men, but because human
flesh ami blood cannot resist the temptation
to rush with indecent haste through the overwhelming
mass of business with which they are confronted in
the l'oui smelling, musty, disgracefully Inconvenient
court rooms where the metropolis of the continent pens
ilie innocent and the guilty in degrading contiguity.
The police cells attached to thesa pens are positively
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torture chambers, kept so purposely with the hope of
ertorting confessions from the dismayed and disgusted
prisoners, who, after a night amid such grimy horrors,are ready to 'own up' to anything at all to get
away from the filth and vermin with which New
York (police) Justice associates herself.

LONDON METHODS.
"Go to-the police courts <rf London, in Bow street

and elsewhere. A man has a chance to l>e heard
fairly there, amid decent surroundings. There is
time and room for preparation and deliberation alike.
Personal liberty is far more carefully hedged about
with legal safeguards in England than in America.
What are we going to do about it?
"One feasible remedy would be to relieve the docketsOf the police justices by giving each Alderman of

a city of the first class the legal power, and leakingit his legal duty to hold court in a station house
during certain hours every morning to dispose of the
cases of those persons held on the charge of having
lieen drunk or disorderly. The effect would ba to
give the police justices time to attend more fully to
the more important cases."

WHY NOT ALL WOKK AT ONCE?
The fact that (he eight thousand dollar police justicesof New York could easily get through all their

business with propriety arid substantial justice if each
of throi silt on the beueh aud attended to business
eight hours a day for six days a week seems to have
escaped the proponents of this new Aldermauie jurisdiction.But the hardships of the present e;. stem to
the citizen who, for example, if arrested at Castle
Garden must be marched in disgrace through the

strongest argun:ei t.
It !s natural enough for the average citizen v.ho has

never been arrested and has only vague ideas of
what a police court really is to wonder wliat, mannerof men are these police justices who are licenced
hy the law, of which they are often ignorant, to de- I
prive him of his money, his liberty or both. How
and where do they live, and what has been their pre^

HINRY MURRAY'S BKOWS STONE HOUSE.

rious training tW tho responsible positions to which
tlie.v are Appointed, generally as a reward for politicalbwvIoc*?

WHKKE OUR JUSTICES LIVE.
Fi^e o* tlu> lil'toca coiu- from j'oore FJfty-niu««

\

NEW YOR
street, four from below Houston street, three from
the west side, two from the east side and oue from
the central part of town. Their names nre J. TIenry
Ford, Clarence W. Meade, James T. Kilbreth. Henry
MuiTay, Solon 1!. Smith, Andrew J. White, Charles
Welde, Daniel O'Bellly, Patrick G. Duffy, Daniel
F. McMahoo, Edward Hogan, John Coc In jii^. Charles
N. Taintor, Patrick Dlvver and John J. Iiyan.

Justice J. Henry Ford resides at No. 44 East Twenty-fifthstreet, not far from Sixth avenue.
"Harry Ford," as lie was called in the days when

ue nan a spon auu as ne is sun caneo, is a mail
of some fifty-five years of age, about five feet ten
unci a half Inches higli, rather natty in garb and stylish,as the won I goes, in general appearance. He
is said to have been bora at Charlestown, Mass., and
to have lx*n entered for schooling at Bradford Academy.He was very young when he reached New
York city, where his adventurous disposition has
found ample gratification. He is said to have been
connected with McFarland & Co., safe makers in
Maiden lane, and then to have been in a hat store
at. Broadway and Fulton street, a member of the firm
of I'ord & Scott..

WHERE THEY CAME FBOM.
Most of tiie New Yorkers accessible to inquiry who

remember Harry Ford fifteen or twenty years ago
place him in Ransome's famous sporting resort at No.
11 West Twenty-fifth street, where lie was so familiarand influential a liguro that he was said to
have an interest, in the layout, wi:b which he toyed
aptly. Ford and Ransome had a failing out after
a. while over some gallantry of Ford's toward a memberof Hansoane's family, the story went, and Ford
ceased to figure at No. 11 West, Twenty -fifth Hrec-t.
Ford then became interested in and at the Sans Souci
resort which Lynch & Bernstein opened on Broadway,
in the Delmonico block, between Twenty-fifth and
Twenty-sixth streets. The head of that linn is now
Alderman Lynch. AH the swell "sports" used to go
to the Sans Souci.
About this time the intimacy aftetwurd so remarkablebetween Harry Ford arid John Morri»s"y began

to be observed. It had existed Ix't'ore Ford left Hansome's,and Morrleaey and Ford would stand arm in
arm in front of the Hoffman House by the hour, while
the cabbies and street car drivers going by strained
their necks almost to breaking to got a peep at
".Tohn."
Through Morrissey Ford naturally got into politics.and once in politics the (>oliee justiceship was a

natural and perhaps a laudable goal of his ambition.
For six years he was Equity Clerk of the Supreme
Court, and then for three years Deputy County Clerk
under Hubert O. Thompson. Promotion to be a police.justice came next. He was not a member of
the Bar.

SOME HEMIHISCENCKS.
Justice Edward Hogan lives in a three .story and

basement house at No. 189 West Thirteenth street.
The Hogan residence is built of brick with a handsomebrown stone base. The most modern feature
of the establishment is Us stained iias9 doers, which
are evidently several years younger than the house itself.The neighborhood Is cue of the quietest ia
New York, although the house is but a short distancefrom Sixth avenue.
Edward Hogan is another one of tiie "old timers."

In former times when police justices were elected insteadof belfig appointed by the Mayor, Hor;an was
two or three times chosen by popular suffrage to the
police bench. He cannot be said, therefore, to be deficientin experience. He is about fift.v-eight years
old, of portly figure, about five feet eleven inches
high, gray haired and gray mnstached. Mr. Hogan
was a brother-in-law of John Fox in the First Assemblydistrict, and when Fox was "leader"' there and
was counted out though elected to Congress, people
said, against the Tammany Hall candidate, Edw.in K.
Meade, Hogan was Fox's right bower.
But the most interesting incident in Justice Slogan'scareer as related by the old timers who were

liia contemporaries was the Croker-O'Brien incident.
When Hit-hard Croker, now the Croker, was arraigned
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on the charge of having fired the shot that killed a
working man In the altercation Croker and ex-Sheriff
Jimiuy O'Brien were having about ten years ago on
Second avenue, Justice Hogan was the magistrate beforewhom be was taken. Mr. Croker was discharged
for lack of evidence against him. He was afterward
indicted and rearrested, but the indictment is said to
have retired mysteriously into a pigeon hole and to
have remained there until the witnesses were no longer
easy of access. As a sequel to this these old timers
say Jir. Hogan's appointment to a police Justiceship
was the first boon conferred by Mr. Croker when he
and the new Tammany came into power three years
ago. He was not a member of the bar.

Ml!. ARTHUR'S PROTEGE.
Justice Solon 15. Smith occupies a neat three-story

awl basement brick house at No. 232 East Fiftieth
street. It is a comfortable bousa of a somewhat old
fashion, with a. high stoop and balcony.

Justice Smith wears glasses, is about forty-three
years old and about five feet ten and a half inches
high. He Is slender, dark, and' not robust looking,
not pulling the scales down for more than 18ft pounds.
His hair and his mustache are both black. "Sol," as
Ills friends call him, was one of the) clerks in the
Court of Special Sessions once. He is said to have
been studious and to have familiarized himself to a
considerable degree with the criminal law as administered.Then lie became secretory to the Republican
County Committee and afterwards to tha State CentralCommittee under Chester A., afterward President
Arthur.

Through Mr. Arthur's influence Mr. Smith, who had
also by the way been fin Assemblyman and his party's
leader in the Twentieth district, was appointed to a
police justiceship. Mr. Justice Smith's picture beautifullyframed occupies a commanding position on the
wall of a handsomely furnished and quiet house on
Lexington avenue.

A FINE JUDGE 01' CAKROMS.
Justice Patrick Gavafl Duffy resides at the Astor

House. As he is rather a small man he cannot occupya groat deal of the building, and his friends say
that if there is one corner that more than another can
claim his attention it is a certain chair in the bilc

JOHN COCHEANK'S HANESOXK l.tSIIJENCB.
Hard room. Mr. Duffy is conceded to be one of the
best theoretical bllliardists in the city. He can give
[joints to almost any one, but generally gives tbem to
the man he is betting on. Room No. 1 is in close
proximity to his favorite chair, ami an occasional trip
to this point relieves the monotony of his critical work
in the billiard room.
"Paddy Duffy," or more accurately, Patrick Gavan

Duffy, Est., ex-principal of a public school in the
First ward, is Wis uolice iustico of this cifv ivlnw
name and famo as "The Little Judge" have lieen
widely quoted In the newspaper press of (tie United
Slates. The farther awa.v from New York one goes
the wiser Justice Duffy seems to become. He began
his career as a fairly well educated man and became
a follower of John Kelly, who made him "leader" in
the First Assembly district, and afterward had him
appointed police justice.

Justice Duffy is a small, dyspeptic looking man,
with a largi head and a striking dark mustache. He
is about fifty years of age and weighs about 130
pounds. Ho is n police justice who had actually been
admitted to the Bar before he was appointed to sit on
the Bench. But he could have been no more successfulas a lawyer than as a political leader, for his
friends say they never knew him to try a case. He
was too garrulous for a political leader and was succeededin the First Assembly district under the new
regim? of Tammany by Frank T. Fitzgerald.

Justice Duffy has l>e?n repsatedly charged with talkingtoo much on the bench also. His pedagogic habit
instead of h's knowledge of law has clung to him.
But lie is a bachelor, and owns considerable real estate.Justice Duffy and Tammany Hall.the i>olice
justice's matron.have become somewhat estranged
now. Some Tammany men say it fs almost impossibleto listen to Justice Duffy's rambling discourses
to the unfortunate lieings brought liefore him and
then tell whether he is "fur" or "ajin" the prisoner.

MAYOR GRANT'S CHOICE.
Just if* Patrick Divrer resides at No. 7 Madison

street, near Pearl. The house is a two-story and
gable roof affair, of brick, and it is in very good re-
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pair, tnougn prooaoiy aoout tony years oiu. it is altera style of architecture common In this old section
of the city, but there ara very few of these bid houses
as neatly kept as that of the> new justice. A highly
polished doorplate bears the owner's name in large
letters.

Justice Divver's appointment hy Mayor Grant has

THE RESIDENCE OF CHAM.ES WELDE.

been so recent tlvat nearly orcr.v'»l/ who n fit's tho
oewspaperg knows about bis record by thus tlo»j. mil
that Mr. rKrver and his .friends nve by no norms
usbamed o!' it. A New York lawyer makes this new
contribution to the Dlvver literature «.t the day:.
"When I first, knew Dlrver be was court officer nuder
Kworder Hiickctt. He won the I est Wesse\ 1 wit-
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est looking and most obUglcg oil iao officers there.
Most court officers it. diosa (lays expected and receivedcoluij11 ssions from tlte lawyers for drumming
up cases. Divver seemed to be above tliat. He
resigned after a while, and being a man of intelligenceami ambition superior to his sfcaiion opened a

liquor saloon on 1'ark row and prospered. He had
hosts of friends, and if you wanted a ticket u> a

scrap or a tip on a dog light you were almost sure
to gst them at Paddy's.

GRADUATE FROM THE SALOOS.
His saloon was an orderly place withal, although it

was said he threw away both keys to it. Mr. Divvercame over from the Ould Dart in 1853 at the
age of fn'o years and was apprenticed to a -morocco
dresser in the Swamp. Then he worked in the moroccofactory of Christopher Nugent & Co. iu Newark.
The saloon extending fiom Park row to New Chambersstreet was a\ scene of intense excitement when

Divver ran lor Alderman against Thomas P., alias
Fatty, Walsh, who, by the way, enthusiastically indorsesthe appointment of bis late rival to be a justice.
Mr. Diweu's excursions, from which his constituents
return invariably with black eyes and broken crowns,
had greatly endeared him to 1 lie people of Ms ward,
the voting ;>eople at least, and he was triumphantly
elected. Mr. Divver says he is now out of the saloonand iu the haberdashery business. His friends
in Tammany Hall say he is a considerate, courteous
gentleman of a dispassionate and judicial turn of
mind. Mr. Divver was never a lawyer.

OF JUDICIAL WEIGHT.
Justice Clarence W Meade lives in one of the old

fashioned housps with front yards attached that have
so long been a feature of West Twenty-third street,
west of Ninth avenue. The number is 4til. Mr.
Meade has a large shade tree in his front yard and a

plentltude of balconies for summer use.
Ah Interesting little circumstance In tlie political

career of Mr. Clarence W. Meade.also oue of Mayor
Grant's comparatively recent appointments.is ibe
fact, that though ho was notoriously appointed Port
Warcten through the Inlluence of ex-Senator Thomas
C. Piatt, Mr. Meade afterward, to tlie deep disgust
of thousands of Mr. Piatt's grateful friends, "went
back on" the gentleman from Owego, as the claying
goes in politics, and actually Billed himself with his

PAN IK L O'EKILLY'S OLD FASHIONED HOUSE.

own brother-in-law, "Freddie" Gibba, once known as
"the wickedest man in flew York." Mr. Meade's
record as Port Warden is said to have baen entirely
satisfactory to Mi1. Piatt.

Justice Meade, it should be observed, is by far the
fat test of all the jk>Hc3 justices. He is a good man
who weighs al»out ICS pounds. He is not more than
live feet eleven inches high, however; is a blond, and
wears short, blond whiskers clipped close about his
chin.

Mr. Piatt's frtends say rather bitterly of Justice
vmviuu i;uit ii« wn» uiwayw tfiippoiseu u> oe :i republicanuntil lio pot in with the county democratic
deals through his wicked brother-in-law Oibbs, and .

was appointed by Mayor Grant In pursuance of a
"ileal" made at Albany. Mr. Meade was not a lawyer.

FK03I THE OLD NINETEENTH.
Justice Danisl McMihon has a neat three-story and

basement brick house at No. 356 West Fifty-fifth
street. It is plain but substantial. Mr. McMahon
lives in a very quiet neighborhood away from the
noises of the busy avenues.

Justice MoMabon was known as "I)an"' when he
was Tammany' "lender" in the Nineteenth Assembly
district, where Ite succeeded the present Mayor in the
leadership. Mr. McMahon is r> short, stout, rather
gool looking man about thirty-eight years of age. Ho
began his official career as clerk in the Civil District,Court under Justice Murray, and is there said to
have shown himself bright aiul quick as well as possesse1 of something of a thirst lor legal lore. Ho
has a dark complexion and wears fl mustache. He
was clerk for a time in Judge Desear's District Court.
He was never a lawyer.

IROM CLUB TO GAVEL.
Justice Henry Murray is domiciled at No. 21 East

Seventy-third street, within a stone's throw of tlio
Central Park wall. Mr. Murray's house is a narrow
but elegant structure of brown stone. It is four
stories high, with a basement that is nearly on a
level with the street.

Justice Murray was born in Ireland, and came to ^
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this country at an early age. He took to Xev.- York
iwlltk-a lil-e a <tuck to water, and was elected to the
Common Coiuh'II whvn almost, a la<l. He is about
fifty-eight years of age, lire feet eleren and a, half

1RUARY 1, 1891.NONUPL
laches in height, weighs about 175 pounds, and wears
a dark mustache mixed with gray. Justice Murray
was on the police force as a patrolman in the Twenty-
second precinct anout iweniy-inree jnyo agu. zi«

resigned and went with his brother, H. H. Murray,
into the business of contracting to sell coke for the
Manhattan Gas Works at Forty-second street and
Eleventh avenue.

Mr. Murray Is said to be a good business man. a
kind husband and father and domestic in his tastes.
He has a large family. Mr. Murray is sometimes
described as a "Dave" Hill democrat. He is said to
have seceded from the County Democracy on account
of Power and Ivlns. He was i:ever a lawyer.

Justice James T. Kilbreth occuplos a four-story and
basement brick bous'j at No. £"0 East Eighteenth
street not far from Third avenue. 'lhe lions? it) quite
severe and plain in architecture but very roomy and
comfortable.

ACTUALLY WAS A LAWTIiR.
An odd and interesting circiun#taiice connected with

the incumbency of Justice James T. Kilbreth. who
came here from Ohio a good nmny years ago. Is the
fact that lie was a lawyer. He is said to be able
and honest and to havo made a good justice. He
was appointed by Mayor Havomeyer, at the instigation.it is said, of ex-Alderman Billings, and was reappointedin 18S3 by Mayor Edson. Justice Kilbreth
belongs to the New Amsterdam Club. He is a. dark
man, aooui> lorcy-eigni* years ui use, auu uoigua

about 156 pounds. He, like nearly every one of <he
justices, wears a mustache only. A3 has been said,
he is a lawyer.

Justice Charles Welde lives in 121th street near

Fourth avenue. «Tha number is 77 East. He is so
close to his associate Andrew ,T. White that they ran

signal to each other from their back windows. Mr.
Welde's hous.i Is a very ornate brown stone edifice
with bay window projections at the basement and two
stories above. The third story is plainer, and it has
four narrow windows instead of the bay. The most
striking tiling about Justice Welde's house is the odd
shaped doorway and the artistic metal railings.
The house is of the narrow variety so often seen in
these (lays of high priced lots.

Justice Welde was born in Stuttgart and earned his
living as a carpenter and builder when lie urst came
over to New York. He. is a builder now, as well as
a police justice, and lias always been active in politics
as a Tammany man. He ran for Alderman in the
Twenty-third district in 1873 against Hugh More. He
was nominated for Excise Commissioner by Mayor, Edsonin 1883 but not confirmed, and in 1884 was appointedpolice justice by Mr. Edson. Mr. Welde is
about fifty years old, wears a brownish mustache and
weighs about ISO pounds. His personal reputation is
Said to be good. He was not a lawyer.

Justice Daniel O'Reilly lives at No. G4 Marion
street. This is a short street which branches out
from Centre street at Brcome and ends at Prince street.
This is not a very fashionable neighborhood but there
are several comfortable houses on the street. Mr.
O'Reilly's house is very similar in design to that of
Mr. Divver, but it is not in such good repair. The
chief difference between the two Is in their entrances.
Mr. O'Reilly's is almost on a level with the sidewalkwhile the other has a high stoop to climb. The
Marlon street house is of brick painted a chocolate
color.

ANOTHER FX-FOLICEMAK.
"Dan" Reilly, or more res|>eotful)y Police Justice

Daniel O'Reilly, of the Third Assembly district,
where he is Tammany's 'leader," is a florid complexionedman about fifty-two years of sg3 and wearingthe police judicial mustache. He also was
bom in Ireland. Mr. O'Reilly began life in NewYorkas conductor of a Third avenue car. He soon
got into office as a policeman, member of Assembly.
Water Piin'ovnr »n,l louf Poliro TiihMcb Tti IKP.K

and '67 ho was elected to the Assembly and afterwardl>ecamo Cleric of Centre Market. Fifteen years
Biid more ago he was a popular Tammany man in tlw
Fourteenth ward. He. afterward joined the CooperEDWABD

HOGAN'S BRICK EESIDENCE.

Thompson wing of the city.now the County.De«ioc-
[ ;i<;v, miiu na>; Kiiiun uwi uuut'i -Aivn

Campbell. Hubert O. Thompson was a clerk when
O'Reilly was there. Afterward when Thompson becameCommissioner of Public Works. O'Reilly was
made Police Justice.

Justice John Cochrane occupies a line four story
and basement, house of brown stone. It is situated
at No. 7 Bast Sixty-second street. While not as

imposing jis the residence of Mr. J. Henry Ford, it is,
nevertheless, a very fine and costly building.

Justice Cochrane, the oldest of the Police Justices,
was a lawyer and a wealthy man when appointed;,
having retired from practice some time before. He
must be seventy years of age now, and his erect figure,white goatee and mustache give him quite a

military look. He is said to have been a good solliierand a flue orator in his day. He has been Identifiedwith Tammany Hall except (hiring the war

when, it is declared, he was a republican. He is
now spoken of for what he was rather than what he
is, although he is chairman of the Tammany GeneralCommittee.

FROM BAR TO BENCH.
Justice Andrew J. White occupies a plain but handsomebrown stone housj at No. 1,937 Madison avenue,just above Mount Morris Park, Harlem. Mr.

Whito's house is three stories high, in addition to
which there is a lofty basement. This residence
sports n horse block made to match the house. JusticeWhite is the only Police Justice who can lay
claim to the poss?Fsion of a horse block.

Justice White, also of Irish extraction, is about
forty-eight years of age, a big, florid looking man,
with reddish whiskers. He began life in New York
is a bartender in Chatham square and afterward went
into the business of manufacturing fertilizers with his
father-in-law, Francis R. Swift, of Brooklyn. JusticeWhite grew rich and independent, and when the
revolt against John Kelly led to the foundation of the
County Democracy he was one of the founders. He Is
<aid to be a good judge of human nature and wine.
Since his return to Tammany ho has become a memberof the Committee on Organization. He was not
i lawyer.

FOR A WONDER, A BtJPlNKFS MAN.
Justice Charles W. Talntor lives in the handsome

JAMES T. KII.BRETH 8 IALL litSlDtNCK.

ksbornc flats No. 205 West Fifty-seventh street. As
tlr. Taintor shares this building with so many others,
ve show only the iloorway which he lifts hail the good
asto to select for his (tally egre«s and ingress.
.Tudye Taintor was a business nun. 'lite tinu of

1'aintbr Brothers are book publishers opposite lue
'ereautile Library. He is a republican, a straightlorward.practical man. aud is said to owe his an-

ointment to Mr. Thomas C. Piatt. Mr. Tatutor,
vho was once a O>witiisstonei' of Emigration, has an
xcelleut reputation* He was never a lawyer.
Justice John J. Ryan occupies tlie modest brick

[welling No. 69 East Broadway. It is one of the
ientest houses in this section of tiie city. Like the
tber new Justice Mr. ltyan has his name on the
loor in good, plain letters.
Justice Hynu, one of Mayor Grant's last, appointrients,was born not in Ireland but in New York

ity thirty-seven years ago. Ho is nearly six feet
itjrb, wears a full t>eAr<l an.l mustache and looks
ike an energetic business man, which he Is. His
msiness is undertaking. Mr. Ryan is a Seventh
carder, a son-in-law o? Colonel Collegan of the Court
,f General Sessions, and keeps a shop on East Broadcay.He is a "Tommy Shells Jeffersonian,and
nceeeded Shells as Alderman when the law interposed
11 indictment to Mr. Sheils' further progress at that
ime. Mr. Ryan is inspector of rifle practice in the
(Ixty-ninth regiment), and was neither a Tammany
nan nor a lawyer when appointed As he did not
rear a mustache1 only, and was born in New York,
le is still more widely different from most of his col-
eagues.

NO HELP FOR IT.
"Don't yon »neez« at mo."
"I can't help sneeilug.atchool"

E SHEET.

OLD JOHN THOMPSON'S
81OnltS Uf WALLSIHttl.

Reminiscences That Were Dictated by the
Veteran Publisher of the Eank Note Reporter

Before He Was Stricken.

HUMORS OF THE WILDCAT DAYS.
______

Early Days of the National Banks Describedby the Founder of the
First of Such Institutions

Mr. John Thompson, tbe publisher of the
Bank Note Reporter, and for so long a characterand an authority in Wall street, last summerdictated bis reminiscences to be used in
the book "Sixty Years in Wall Street, by
John Thompson," that is to be issued after
liis death. He now lies extremely ill.
Fallowing are stories of men and affairs

selected from the reminiscences and given
just as Mr. Thompson told them :.

THE PANIC OF 1837.
i distinctly remember that panic.having been

already five years a Wall street broker. 1 was just
about then starting my Bank Mote and Commercial
Reporter. The impression loft permanently on my
inind was that the chief cause of the panic was
General Jackson's ''specie circular," which commandedthat all public lands should be thencefortn
paid for in specie. There had been such enormous
speculation in public lands.the operators buying
ihem at $1 2"> an acre and selling them often at
twenty times that amount in State bank notas.
that lJresid<»nt Jackson determined to check it at
least by making nothing but specie receivable by
the governn-eut for public lands. Specie was so
scarce that this knocked the bottom out of all
business. Of course the removal of the government
deposits from Nicholas Biddle's United States Bank
in 1833 was a still more important and far-reaching
cause of that financial depression, but the "specie
circular" began the awful breakdown of 1837.

BIUDLE S UNITED STATES BANE.
TUe first United States Bank (like others, a privatecorporation) lasted from 1791 to 1811. The

second United States Bank was established iu 1816
and ran to 1836. Nicholas Biddle, its able president,then managed to have it continued under the
same name as a Pennsylvania bank, but it never
again prospered, and he left it long before its completecollapse in 1841.
Mr. Thompson gave this account of his acquaintancewith the working of this bank in its later

years.say 1838 and 1839:.
The business of Biddle's bank, which was still

trying to rule our finances, was largely in corneringcotton, forwarding it to Liverpool and then
holding it off the market for an advanced price.
Its necessities at lensth compelled it to borrow
whenever it could; and it used its "post notes,"
bearing an extravagant rate of interest.often ton
per cent.payable thirty, sixty and ninety days
alter date. And sometimes, 1 think, it used six
months' notes.thus monopolizing the money that
should have gone into legitimate business operation?.Ordinary borrowers could not obtain
accommodations with this monopolizing bank iu
competition.

'ilns was the first instance of a great monopoly
ox ttuicii i uau Buy personal Knowledge.

WALT. STREET MAGNATES IN THE THIRTIES.
Jacob Little. ol! Wall sireet, was at that time the

most prominent handler of currency and was the
head authority iu giving prices on those Pennsylvaniabank note*.
The old citizens remember what a great man he

was thought to be beforo.hia failure, and how his
wife received visitors seated upon a throne. Jacob
was a very bold operator. 'Jho principal stock
cleait In then was that of the Harlem Railroad. Its
fluctuations under the manipulations of Biddie
and others afforded ample opportunities for
making and losing fortunes. Little's "pile," at its
highest $8,000,000. was thought to be immense, and
his downfall 6liook the city.
The strongest houses of Wall street at that time i

were John Ward & Co.; Prime, Ward & King, Corn-
ing & Co. and Lykers <fc Alstiue. Cornelius Vander-
bilt was then rnnniug a sloop between Staten
Island and New York city. John Jacob Astor was
the richest man in the city and Stephen Whitney
next.

WINS A LIBEL SUIT AGAINST MOSEs Y. REACH.
About 1838 Moses Y. Beach, having owned the

Sun for several years, was organizing wildcat
hanks in New Jersey, Washiugtou, &c. I exposed
his nefarious schemes in my hank Note Repor er.
To get square with me he attacked me in the Sun
in an outrageous way, ca'ling me all sorts o: hard
names.
My lawyers told me that he was liable for heavy

damages and advised we to enter suit. 1 did ko,
ana empioyeu "Jfrince .joua van uuren, tue Dm-
liaut sou of Martin Vau Buren, to make the closing
spcech at the trial.
When the case went to the jury th»y gave me all

I asked.$10,01)0.without leaving the.r seals.
WILDCAT AND bTUMPXAlL MONEY If lt>54.

Here is an illustration of the way in which the
redemption of the wildcat or stumptail money
was accomplished. I had the handling of an im
mense amount of it, and sent my agents out to re-
deem it. I sent out my son Samuel and a clerk,
with a carpetbag full during the panic of 1854 and
1855. In his journeyings my son came to the town
of Lafayette, Iud., having several thousands on
the banks there. He had a colonel attachment to
Ins name, from being on the staff of Oovernor
Myron H. Clark, with that rank.
So the daily papers of that town had it out the

nest morning that Colonel Sam Thompson had
come out from old John Thompson, of New York,
to clean all the specie out of i.afayette banks, and
the editor thought it would be a good notion to
give Colonel Bam a bath in the Wabash, whose
water was not very deep, but very -wet.
My son saw the people nudging each other at the

hotel tables in the morning and pointing at their
newspapers and eyeing him with great interest.
Buying a paper he found that what made him
such au attraction was tho following from the
Lafayette Courier:."We will assist in putting tile
gentlemen through a course of hydropathio treat-
mont in the Wabash, and contribute to purohase
them a suit of clothes made from the extract of
ninn and cooka rlriwn."
My sou.although a soldier, a man of war, a

rca: colonel, afterward general of "mitliaU''.con-
cludod iliat "discretion was the better part of
valor," and took the next train tor Chicago. He
there made sale of his Indiana stumptails at a fair
rate, and lett that particular collection to the
Chicago purchaser.thinking that Western men
understood each other and were better fitted to do
business with each other than Eastern men were
to deal with them.

yoBEIGN COIN BROKEKAGS IN 1855.
I liacl some singular experiences as a coin broker

before foreign coins ceased to be a legal tender at
rates fixed bv the laws of Congress. The laves of
February 9, 1793; February 1, 17.8; April 10, 18lXi;
February '20, 1816; March 3, 1843, and May 22, 18i(S,
regulated the value of foreign coins, and that of
February 21,1857, eutirely and finally demonetized
them, 'lhis diminished and demoralized the coin
money and was one cause of the panic of 1857.

Xlie banks were much addicted beforo that demonetizationto paying their coin obligations iu
English sovereigns and French twenty franc pieces.
Once a friend of mine who was going on a Europeantour came to me for $500 in gold. I told him
iliat I would get sovereigns for him, and, taking a
$500 bank note of the Union Bank, sent my porter
for the coin. That bank was only paying out sovereignsthen for specie demands.

Xtie paying teller of the bank took the note, and
putting it under ft weight, said to the porter;.
xouug man, x win gei me goia oui ror mis bomo

time before three o'clock."
It was'theii only a little after ten o'clock.
The porter brought me this reply. I went to the

bank and formally demanded payment at once.
"as nominated in the bond."

I received the same answer as my messenger,
xnd, moreover, the teller refused to return the $50u
bank note, claiming that the legal limit of time
within which he was obliged to hand out the coin
for tue note was "by three o'olocb," as would be
the case with ordinary commercial obligations of
individuals.

1 sent for a lawyer aud iaid the case before him.
He proposed to enter suit at once.

I objectod, as that would, I thought, be unnecessarilyand illegally tying up the $500, to my
loss and detriment.
The lawyer, seeing that it was an interestiug and

important test case, at once drew ht<> check for
and handed it to me, with the remark:.

There, that wiil Seep your cash intact."
1 then told him to go ahead, which he did.
After five months the case came to trial, and the

jury, to my astonishment, gave the case to the
bauk.
We appealed to a higher court. The jury verdict

was superseded and a new trial ordered.
The case was tried by Thomas J. Oakley, then

considered the soundest legal mind in the country.
In charging the Jury the judge said, with emphasis:."Gentlemen,this is a very clear case. The
banks promise to pay their currency notes on demand.The Union Bauk was delinquent in claimingthat this specie was payable at the bank's convenience.atauy time before three o'clock. The
uaiin wuM u« uciiu to its promises."
The jury without leaving their seats cave me th#

case, the bauk to pay the face of the note and interestIrom the day of presentation and legai costs.
This was an important decision, as it up*et the

theory that a bank uote could be met like commercialpaper "any timo within bank hours." The
promise to pay on demand must bo met on demand,without any wore than a reasonable waiting
at the counter.

BECOLMCTIOKS Ol' DAVID LEWITT.
David Leavitt, president of the American Exchange

1

A
Bank, was about the most prominent man in Wall
street when the war broke out in 1861. I rememberhim well, as I had much to do with him. Ha
was a remarkable man and a striking rigure on tba
street, with hi* white cravat, and bis Ion# whits
hair behind his ears. His naturally austere appearancewas enhanced by his habit of taking;
snuff.then quite fashionable. His nostrils had *
scornful turn up, and the enuff taking increased
this tendency. lie was quite imperious and knew
it. I once described him in my Heporter, and made
use of the word "suavity" in the description. He »
said it was all rigbt except taat word, as that

rlirl Tint nnrtAin tn him
When the news of the fail of Sumter came there

was great excitement ta Wall otreet. As he was
looked to as iv leader a crowd gathered in front of
the American Exchange Bank. U»went out on the
steps of the bank and made a reassuring speech to
the pooplc.as to the stability of the banks.especiallyhis. But, all the same, his bank immediatelysuspended specie payments with the rest.

lie was a great boss in Brooklyn, owned the ferry
and the Brooklyn White Lead Works, and built tho
big house where Bowen, of the Independent-, now
lives. Tho white lead reminds me that he was ui»
to sharp tricks. There was a heavy tariff on lead
and none on works of art. He sent moulds of tho
busts of Washington and Franklin abroad and had
whole shiploads of lead busts cast and brought
them here free as works of art, We used to call
them "Leavitt's mummies." This brigh t achievementhas been wrongly attributed to William E.
DoJge, who had enough other dodges to account
for.

STARTING THE FIRST NATIONAL BASK.

My First National Bank of New York was the first
bank started under that system in this city, and
my application for a charter wa3 the first in thu

State banks refusing to let the new institution J
into the Clearing House. But they were *oon glad
to, and this was how it occurredMr. Chase had wl
given our bank plenty of bonds to sell. It was th»>
ten-forties that wo then handled. Consequently
th« other banks wove often in debt to us. and had
to settle with currenoy instead of through tho
Clearing House. d
This came hard on aoine of the weaker btnki. M

Time and again they had to acknowledge their ina- m
bility to pay currency, and asked. "Why don't you
settle through the Clearing House?"
We replied, "We cannot. You've blackballed us |Hat the Clearing House.''
The drafts coming back to uie unpaid. I would V

go to one of these banks myself and say:."If you
have no currency, let me see what checks on other
banks you have taken to-day. I will take it out of
them." So I picked out checks t» the amount on
some of the strong banks and had the currency
collected directly from them.
After this had gone on awhile the president or

one of tho large banks came to me, complaining of
too drain on his currency. I explained the situa
noil, ana lie saia:. IjO'js acre, juu jubi jjui iu

.another application for admission to the Clearing
House and X will see that you get in."

1 did so, and was let in now unanimously.
STATE BANKS KNLIGHTIN'KD.

Again, the old banks absolutely refused to receivethe national bank notes at first. I will t«ll
you how I eased them up on that point. Mr. Spih- I
ner, United States Treasurer, had issued a draft on I
us for $10,000 to Kiggs Ik Co., of Washington, who
sent it here to the Bank of America for collection.
Having notification of this draft coming from that
bank, I saw an opportunity to enlighten ay con
servative neighbors a little. I told the clerks to
carefully count out $10,000 in national bank cur- ^
rency, recount and prove, so that they could swear ^

to the amount. Then X said, "When the draft
comes in X will be at the desk, and attend to it in
person." *

A quarter of an hour later in came the messengerof the Bank of America. I handed him ont
the $10,000 package, took the draft from him a*

quickly as possible and put it on the hook as paid.
The messenger presently saw the point, but the

point of the hook was ahead of him. He said:."I
am instructed not to receive tbepe national bank
notes in payment of anything."
"Can't help that," said X. "The diaft has been

duly and properly paid, according to act of Congress.You take those bills to your cashier and tell
l,im to h I I "

"He'll send mo back for the draft."
"He can't have it. The First National Bank of

New York has duly honored the draft. This bank
meets all its liabilities with promptness and despatchend pays according to law. Go back and
tell your officers to read the law concerning nationalbanks, and take it to their lawyer and let
him read it. After that you will not find yourself
sent back for the draft."
He did not come back.
lSut other b^nks kicked considerably. Yet nationalbanks soon became plenty. ( encouraged

them, and soon there were fifteen or twenty. We
were for a time a redemption bank for them all, ^redeeming their notes with bankable money. So ^
their bauk notes came to us thick and fast.

A LEShON FOR THS METROPOLITAN BANK,
On one ooe»sion Mr. Hoyt, treasurer of the PennsylvaniaCoal Company, in making up his daily

deposit for the Metropolitan BanK, John Earl Williams,president, put in a package of national bank
not' 8. That bank threw out these notes as not depositable.
Mr. Hoyt took the bank book and hied him to

President Williams presidential room in a verj
warm name of mind, which he was at no pains to
conceal.

What's the matter, Brother Hoyt?" said Mr.
Williams; "you look excited."
"Matter enough! 1 sent some national bank

money on deposit aud your teller threw it out.
Now here is my bank book. I want it written up.
aud quickly, l have here with you, and
will tike it to the First National BanK, where they
appreciate a good thing when they sej it."
thereupon sturdy President Williams, who had

fle.-li and. blood" ur Clearing Mouse.
"bit down, lioyt," said ho. "JDou't get excited;

we must fix ibis tiling wiih you at all hazards."
So Williams took, the bank book and i-reuited

there the amount m dispute, thus violating 8, rule
of ihe Clearing House, but obeying the law pf the
United States.
Hoyt came to ine aud toll me the story. Mr.

Snow, the financial editor of the Tribune, happened
to be in the office, and he gave an account of the
transaction in the next morning's Tribute.
Two days later all the banks were taking national

currency.
BETTING A HAT.

Another story of that period. At the Bank of the
Republic, where 1 had occasion to call at times,
tn« cashier said one clay, "Mr. Thompson, you
assert that our bills receivable are payable in
national bank notes, according to act of Congress." M
"Ves." *
" "lis not so. We are not so bound. I'll bet you

a hat we are not."
1 replied, "1 leave the matter to your president

if he will first read the law."
We tools the law to President Lowrey. He read it

and scowled, r-ead it and seowted again, and ^
ti h n llv anil "Mr fnoliior ~

that bat!"
WHO IS IttSrONSlBLE I'OR STOLEN BONDS? 1

I bad a curious suit, about IrtiJ, involving thi I
question of the responsibility ot tue holder of * I
transferable bond wdo is not the owner. 1

1 had bought some Government coupon bonn A
early in the morning,-which were not at once deliveredto me. During the day it was noissd
abroad that there had been a bond robbery, an< ii |H
was found that my bonds were the ones stohn.
'Die man robbed, knowing that they now stone in
my name, brought suit against me for their recoveryor their market value.
When the suit came to trial, again a sapi«nt ,ury

was found to decide against me, whereat 1 was
quite surprised. I, of course, appealed the caie to
a higher court, where a new trial was ordered and
I won the case 011 the ground that an innocent purchaserof transferable bonds, who has not been notifiedof their being stolen before the purchase is Jmade, must be protected. 4
This case established the fact that the bujer of W

bonds payable to bearer and iranferable from
hand to hand, without registry (as is the can with
l egist-red bonds) has no responsibility coucsming
them until they come into his actual possession.

WKI1E OUT YOUR NUMERALS.

TELEGRAPH '1" OXE AND "7" SEVEN, AND SAVM
*

TIME.
"Til give you a practical hint, young observer,"

said a certain well known lawyer the other day.
"Whenever you send a telegram see that you write
out in letters the numerals that vou nso. If von »

don't you may hare the pleasant experience I nail
yesterday. A client of mino telegraphed me lie
would 'Meet me at 1 o'clock at Astor House, 'ihursday.'He put up a nice little tail at the top of bis
'X' and tlie telegram came to me and read tbi*
way'Meet me seven o'clock, Thursday, at Astor J
Hoiue.' *

"He went to the Astor House at one o'clOcV,
sharp, the business was important, and it was a .bright idea to "have it all settled sa New Year's
dinner could be more enjoyable. My client sat at a
the Astor House 'cussing me' !rom one o'oiock q|
until half-past three, Ubni'sday.

"I swallowed my New Year's dinner in insurious
haste and posted down to the Astor Housq and eat
mentally paying him the same compliments until
half-past ten I'. M. In the morning came this teleKiam:.'Waitedfor you at Astor House yesterdav
three hours and a half. Come without fail to-day
at half-past tn elve. Must leave town. Don't fail!'

' You bet I won't," said the Colonel, with a jeap
toward the door. "It is twelve o'clock now, but
I'm off; if I never see you again remember to tele
graph 'V o-n-e and 'V s-e-ve-n, and tell every telegraphoperator to do it, too."

HE THOUGHT IT FRAGILE.
An American, proud of the wonder) of the New

World and of New York city in particular, was

busily engaged last week in showlngan Englishman i

tbe sights of the city.
Among other places of interest, the two visited

tlie Brooklyn Bridge and started to walk across the
structure. They reached the centre of the mighty
span and paused to gaze at the harbor and adjacent
island*.

"Isn't it a beautiful scene? Isn't it a magnificent
structure?" said the American enthusiastically ij
ibe Briton.
"I've seen many far finer in Great BriUin." repliedthe other. "And as for the structure," b«

continued after a pause, "it is quite frail. I feel
it trembling under my Wet this very instant. While
you Americans were about it why didn't you bitiid
it of solid masonry?"


